THE    GREAT   TUDORS

the new set of the tide. In his great hall the Marquis of
Dorset's arms would serve to remind him of his earlier
service, "the gilded mantecor and the unicorn. But he could
not rely upon those who were now his fellow-nobles. The
Italian pictures hung beyond his windows, the Pieta and the
painting of the Passion and the Rape of Lucrece; while
below, in his strong room, " the silver plate, crosses, chalices,
and other spoils of the Church " * had been collected.
These were hardly reassuring treasures. Spread along the
wall in the parlour was the carved woodwork of the King's
arms and the Queen's with an eagle and a white greyhound;
and on the King all depended.

It was on June 10 that the blow fell: Cromwell was
arrested at the Council Table and taken to the Tower. A
bill of attainder was introduced, and he was attainted of
heresy and high treason. Even in the Tower his services, so
long valuable to the State, were needed. The King having
finally decided on the dissolution of his marriage with Anne
of Cleves, the evidence of his former minister became of
material importance. This was provided with all Crom-
well's accustomed cogency and skill. On July 28 he was
beheaded on Tower Hill. For the moment the old Court
Party alone held power, the great lords and the bishops.
There is some truth in Hall's remark in his Chronicle that
Cromwell " could not abide the snoifyng pride of some
prelates "; but it was something deeper than anti-clericalism.
His conceptions were to find favour in a later period. It
would seem that Cromwell had looked far beyond to the
great State, where his high talent played freely, secure
beyond the trammels of religion and its restrictions and the
hot emotions; down the centuries, past the Puritans, to an
untheological England.

1 CaL Letters and Papers, Henry VIII', vol. XV, No. 804. The details men-
tioned in regard to Cromwell's life during these months are to be found in this
volume, passim, in the Cromwell Papers, ibid., pp. 511-25, and in the docu-
ments printed in R. B. Merriman's Life and Letters of Thomas Cromwell, vols. I
and II.
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